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June 14, 2002

Mr. John Apel
Craters of the Moon Mational Monument

P.O. Box 29
Arco, Idaho 83213

RE: Craters of the Moon Mational Monument Management Plan
Dear Mr. Apel:

Thank vou for notifying us of the National Park Service’s proposed
development of a comprehensive management plan for Craters of the Moon
Wational Monument. We look forward to working with you through this

process.

We are pleased to see that one of the desire future conditions is
educate the public about the Monument's diverse history and prehistory and
its important cultural resources. This will be a good opportunity to expand on
the Monument's existing end excellent interpretation sbout human adaptation
over me 1o Craters” unique landscape, To mest this goal, we encourage NP5
o step up effors o complete a record search of known historic properties
within the Monument and to conduct reconnaissance survevs to identify
historic properties not vet recorded. This information will also be necessary to
determine what protection should be offered for cultural resource sites.

We appreciate vour stewardship of our State’s important historic
places. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 208-334-

3847,
Sincerely, [:.]
Susan Pengilly Neitzel

Deputy SHPO and
Complisnce Coordinator

ce: Lisa Cresswell, BLM

The [daho Siste Hizrarcal Sociery |5 an Eque Ceperunity Employe.
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IDAHO FISH & GAME %
MAGIC VALLEY REGION
868 East Muin Street M,lﬂﬂﬂ Dirk HempuharaeGoveno
r P.Q. Bax 428 Steven M. Fuflker Tireotor

Jerarme, Idaho 833380428

Craters of the Moon National Momament
Flanning Team

Bureay of Land Management

.0, Box 2-B

40H) West F Street

Shoshone, Idaho 83352-1522

Re: Draft Goals and Issues for Management Planning - Craters of the Moon National
Monufient

Rick Vander Voet and Jim Moms,

We have reviewed the information providad at the June 6, 2002 public information mesting and
presenied in your scoping document (SpringSummer newsleter) for the Management Plan being
developed for the Craters of the Moon National Monument. In general, we concur with your
broad statements presented in the “Purpose and Significance,” “Goals,” and “[ssues and
Concerns™ sections. To assist you in further defining issues relevant to fish and wildlife
manapement and recreational wse of the area, please consider the following comments:

# The Ildaho Department of Fish and Game has management authority over fish and
wildlife within the Monument boundary. Although specific infermation on wildlife
populations within the Monument is limited, we do have broad management plans for the
game management units encompassing the Craters of the Moon. We request
consideration be given to our species management plans and goals for the management
units found within the Morument boundaces. These include bunt units 49, 50, 524, and
8. Species munagement plans covering this area are available for Mule Deer, Elk,
Pronghom, and Sage Grouse. They can be found on the Idaho Depastment of Fish and
Game website or can be provided by the Magic Valley Regional Office in Jerome,

o GGiven the lack of site specific wildlife information and its importance in management
planning and decision making, we recommend the plan identify wildlife information and
mumtm-mgmadsm!l:mﬂ:h{nnmmt We readily offer our expertise and assistance in
identifying data gaps and monitoring needed to assess wildlife species abundance,
distributions, and trends; particularly in relation 1o Monument management goals,

# Hunting and trapping and sportamen accest should be considersd in management
planning as a traditional use of the land. As you are aware, federal legislation is currently
being proposed to restore these traditional uses, which were excluded under the
Presidential Proclamation expanding the Mooument. We fully expect these traditional

Haaping Idida's Wildlfe dferilape
Equal Cppaviuady Regluyer - J0A-TFRI00 ¢ Spc S-304 [ 160 « Mok Relag (TE0Y Birva | -A00-277-022% 1 foape/ s Litaes oot il ik’ Ssfgime
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activities will aguin be allowed and request management direction allow for this
recreational use of the land.

® The land incladed in the Monument expansion is currently a mix of native shrub-steppe
habitats and arcas altered by pest fire rehabilitation efforts. We would like to see a goal
included in your management plan that addresses future vegetation management in the
Monument. Specifically, we would like 10 s2¢ & commitment by BLM and the Mational
Parks Service to utilize only native plant materials in treatment activities. Additionally,
we requesi management consideration and priority be given to the restoration of areas
currently dominated by exotic plants. Fire response priorities should also be designated
for the Monument with native shrub communities given the highest level of protection.

# Past grasshopper and ericket infestations have resulied in the use of pesticides on
federally owned land within the area covered by the expanded Monument. We
recommend management guidelines for insect control are included in vour planning
document. Specifically, we recommend pesticide use guidelines consider the impact on
sapebrush obligate wildlife, such as sage grouse, and the importance of insects in chick
and migratory songhird survival,

Thank you for this epportunity to participate in planning for future management at the Croters of
the Moon National Monument. We will contact you after the scoping meetings have concluded
to discuss information the Department can contribute to the management planning process.
Please contact Mike McDonald, Environmental Staff Biologist, in this office if you have any
questions of need additional information.

Sincarely,
Magic Valley Regional Supervisor
Cig: IDFG-NEBP

IDFG-D, Pitman
IDFG-B. Saban
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PO, Box 148
Gooding, I XN
Phong (208) 834-560€ Fiax [Z06) S34-5582

WINSTON WIGGING - DIRECTOR
June 17, 2002

Craters af the Moon Planming Team
Bruresu of Land banagement

P.O. Box 2-B

400 West F Streel
Shoshone, 1D 83342-1522

Fe: State of ldahe Endowment lnnds within the Boundary of the Expanded Craters of the Moon Matiosal
Monament

Planning Team:

Please add the Idaho Department of Lands. PO, Box 149, Gooding, Idaho 83330 to your mailing Gsi. We
did ned receive py notsee of vour currend plunning activity so we st not be on your gt at this time.

Yiou should nate that there are seventeen (17) parcels of ldaho Endowment land swithin the expanded
boundary, There is no mention of thess lands im Newsletter 1. There are an additional five (3) parcels that
border on the bonmdary of (he moaument.

blost of the Endowment lands are correnily beased for grazing and we encoarige the continmance of graring
on Uiese lands. Grazing leases provide incomns and invpact vegetation to reduce wildfire severity and
cantral al wesds.

Existing mads to Endowment lands need o remain open so that ibe Siate and #s lessees, or successars in
interesl can sooess these lands for administration.  Additionally, endowment Lands are opsen to the public for
husting. Existing roads will peovide the public oo 1o gur binds for hinting

Simce mansgement of the Monmmen likely will not meet the objectives of this department to moximize
revemie from Endowsent tands, these Endowment lands should be acquaired by the federal govermment
throagh land exchange. There {3 mo mention m your pewsletier that you will work townrds acquining all
mon-federnl lands within the monumest boundary,

IF Lasd exchange cansot be completed then we would seek improved Aocess Lo Endowment lands so that we
might lease them to Chatfitiers and Guides for wse such as a base camp, or similar uses, (5 onder to generile
sdditional incoane for our beneficianes.

Bt is egpoaand that the federal govemment wodk diligently (o acquire the Endowiment lnnds within the
Momument boundary 1o avald conflicts with the Department of Lands Mission and the Monamenis need 1o
manage for public porpases. Depanment stafl ane willing o meet with your planning team io develop a
land exchange proposal

Sincenly,

Auca Supervisar

BOARD OF LAND
COMMISSIONERS

DIRK EEMPFTHONRE
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September 23, 2002

Rick Vander Voet, Monument Manager
Shoshone Field Office, BLM

P.O. Box 2-B

Shoshone, ID 83352

RE: Craters of the Moon National Monument Management Plan

Dear Rick:

mﬁdﬂuﬂwﬂﬂﬂﬂ!nhndﬂmﬁmnbﬂmdlmwufﬂuﬂﬂ{mﬂ
the Moon Mational Monument Management Plan Preliminary Planning Criteria
We obtained this copy by checking your website and fortunately checked it before
the comment deadline closed. We would like to receive all planning documents by
mail or e-mail well before the comment period closes.

Nalional Monument designation creates more restrictive planning criteria than a
normal resource management plan. The enabling proclamation in itself, presents
constraints on plan development.

What surprised us the most about the preliminary planning criteria was the lack of
BLM information ta guide recreation planning. We believe the monument plan
should incorporate the principles and guidance laid out by the BLM's National
OHV Stategic Action Plen and the draft National Mountain Bicycling Strategic
Action Plan,

A key component of this plan will be the development of a transportation
management component. Monument designation and an increasing local
population will likely increase visitation to the area. A transportation management
component should minimize visitor ecological impacts and still provide for
adequate visitor access (motorized and non-motorized).

The travel analysis in the plan needs to distinguish between different forms of off-
highway vehicle (OHV) recreation. Off-highway motorcycles, ATV's, and
passenger four-wheel drives have differemt impacts lo the environment. The most
obvious difference is the trail that they can travel on. An off-highway motorcycle
can travel on & trail with a tread width as narrow as 12 inches with no adverse
cﬁuumummd_wuimawmmumnsmmﬁwm
avoid adverse impacts to the trail tread,

The plan will also have 1o provide adequate access for both motorized and non-
motorized recreation. Travel planaing cen be a difficult issue. The broad variety
of recreation uses competing for the same amount of ground can lead to conflict.
The monument should also try to creats more non-motorized opportunities without
closing current motorized opportunities.
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Profimiiscy Phisriine Critet
September 23, 2002
Page 2

This can be as simple as creating different zones for travel. The lava flows limit
mechanized travel. They provide for wilderness or a wilderness like experience.
Orther arcas, such as Little Park are more open and prone to route proliferation.
The key to reducing route proliferation is properly identifying and signing routes
combined with visitor education and enforcement. Another key is to provide
adequate recreation access.

The Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the planning criteria. We look forward to working with the BLM and
the NFS in the planning process. If vou have any questions about our comments,
contact Jeff Cook, Trails Program Coordinator at (208) 334-4180 ext. 230.

Collignon, Director
ldaho Parks and Recreation

IC grwepinma' o, do
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Richk Cumming, Administrator
diision of Fanugament iervices

Admminkstretar

Dean Sangre
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(208) 334-4199

ShUSHOKE OFFiCE
BAR 1 & 2ud3

RECZIVED

Craters of the Moon Mational Monoment Planning Team
Shoshone Field Office, BLM

P.O. Box 2-B

Shoshone, [D 83352-1522

March 7, 2003

RE: Monumeni Plan Preliminary Aliematives
Dear Rick and Jim:

The Idaho Departtnent of Parks snd Recreation atiended the Craters Monurneni
Plan workshop on February 22, 2003 in Rupert. The Craters of the Moon National
Monument is an unknown treasure 1o many ldahoans, and potential visitors, In the
future, as the population grows, the monument will likely become better known.
The management plan should focus on managing visitor opportunities and
traditional ranching opportunities as well 2s protecting physical resources,

The preliminary altematives cover a wide range of activitics and actions. Much of
the public sentiment has been to manage the area as it is currently being managed.
We believe that all alternatives should give monument managers enough flexibility
1o manage the monument resources and opportunities effectively.

One component of Alternative B would resource inventory and monitor target
areas most vulnerable to vandzalism, theft, or indirect impau.! from increased levels

2T 1 of recreation use. National Monument designation rtqm:n:q the MPS and BLM to

*"—pml-n:t areas from vandalism, thefi, or indirect recreation use impacts. We
s encoarage the planners 10 incorporate this component into the entire range of
= action alternatives.

" Draft alternative C increases the amount and extent of biological weed treatments

j._ and reduces chemical treatments comparad tn the existing simation. Cenerally,

biological treatments are most successful in controlling the spread of noxious
weeds while chemical treatments are more successful in eliminating noxious
weeds, The EIS should examine the effectiveness of biological verses chemical
treatments across (he range of aliematives.

Draft alternative C also increases the amount of land located in the pristine zone
over the other allernatives. While attending the meeting, we leamed that some
arcas proposed for the pristine zone, might not be suitable 1o being listed as
pristine. These areas have numerous range improvements, power line corridor and
roads. Draft alternative C might need to have some of the pristine zone unit
boundanies relocated.
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A key component of drafl alternative D is to promote partnerships al existing
facilitics such as Idaho visitor centers, state parks and Chamber of Commerce
visilor centers. Partnerships will be key to the implementation of any selected
alternative. We encourage the planning staff to put this component in the entire
range of selectad altermnatives.

Section 202 (f) and Section 309 (e} of the Federal Lands Policy Management Act
(FLFMA) provides that federal, state, and local governments and the public be
given adequate public notice and opportunity to comment on the formulation of
standards and criteria for, and 1o panticipate in, the preparation and execution of
plans and programs for the management of public lands. Both your agencies have
done a good job of providing the public an opportunity 1o comment on the
formulation of this management plan. The Lower Snake River District
implemented an intergovernmental coordinating group for the development of the
Bruneau and Snake River Birds Of Prey Resource Management Plans, The
planning staff should consider the formulation of a similar group to insure
consistency of this plan with other state and local plans. If such a group is formed,
the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation would like to participate.

We recently completed the 2002 State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation and
Tounsm Plan (SCORTFP). We encourage vou to review it in your planning
process, As g component of the SCORTP plan, the Idaho Cutdoor Recreation
Demand Assessment provides good information on Idzhoans” ranking of important
outdoor recreation issues and participation in outdoor recreation activities. The

2002 SCORP can be downloaded online at hitp-//www idahoparks.org/ SCORTE/

We appreciate the opportunity to attend the draft aliemative meeting, and provide
comment on these drafi altematives. We look forward to working with the BLM
and NP5 on the development, and possibly implementation of this plan. Please let

us know if we can help in any way. If you have any questions about our
COMUMENtS, Jeffl Cook, Outdoor Recreation Analyst at (208) 334-4180 ext,
230.

Sin

Colfignon, Director
ent of Parks and Recreation
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