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CHAPTER | V- PREPARI NG ENVI RONVENTAL ASSESSMENTS

A. Ceneral. An environnental assessnent (EA) nmust be prepared for proposed
actions that (1) are not exenpt from NEPA, (2) have not been categorically
excluded, (3) have not been covered in an existing RW/EIS or other
environmental anal ysis, and (4) do not normally or obviously require an EIS.
An EA may be prepared for any action at any time to assist in planning and
deci sioumaking (40 CFR 1501.3). The EA serves several purposes as follows:

1. The EA provides sufficient evidence and analysis of inpacts on the
quality of the human environment to support a determnation of no significant
inpacts or a determination to prepare an EIS.

2. The EA serves asavehicle for aninterdisciplinary review of
proposed actions and thus pronotes consideration of all affected resources,
even though inpacts are not significant.

3. The EA provides a mechanismfor identifying and devel oping
appropriate mtigation neasures

4. The EA aids compliance with NEPA. The EA and the related FONSI are
made available to the public and serve as docunentation of NEPA conpliance

5 In cases when an EIS is necessary, the EA facilitates the preparation

of theElS i.e., the results of the assessment are used in scoping (see
Chapter V)

B. Environmental Assessment Procedures. The EA process includes:

(1) determning the.scope of the assessnent; (2) conducting the assessnent and
preparing the EA; (3) determining if any inpacts are significant; (4)
notifying the public; and (5 reaching and recording the decision. The
process is basically the same for all EAs whether the proposed action is
initiated internally (within the BLM or externally (outside the BLM, or
combined with any other docunent. Additional procedural guidance for the
preparation of land use plan amendments using the EA process is set forth in
M6 1617.42.  Programspecific guidance must also be consulted to ensure
efficient consideration of all relevant factors in the preparation of land use
pl an amendment EA's, project EA's, or activity plan EA's.

The EA process need not be time-consumng nor conplicated. The |evel of
assessment should be comensurate with the anticipated inpacts and the degree
of public concern.
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1. Determning the Scope of the Assessment. Careful planning mnimzes
the anount of tine and energy expended on an HA.  Internal coordination is
always necessary when determ ning the scope of the assessment. Coor di nati on
may be expanded to involve external entities such as other government
agencies, individual& and interest or user groups. The cost and tine needed
to prepare an EA depends to a great extent upon the scope of the assessment
(see 43 CFR 2808.3-1, 2883.1-1 and BLM M5 1323). Consider thefollowng in
determ ning the scope of the assessnent:

a. Is the proposal conplete and fully described? Have program-
specific requirements for information, if any, been satisfied?

b. Does the proposed action conformwith the existing RW (or
managenent framework plan) for the area? |If not, does the proposed action
warrant further consideration through a plan anendnment or can the proposed
action be nodified to conform with the existing plan? For externally
initiated proposed actions, the applicant nust agree to any changes in
witing, e.g., as anodification to the application.

c. Wat is the need for the proposed action?

d. Can or should any nodifications be made in the proposed action,
e.g., changes in design features. or managenent practices, to avoid or mninize
environmental harnf? For externally proposed actions, the applicant nust agree
to the nodification in witing.

e. Are there opportunities to use information or analysis from
exi sting environnental analyses by tiering or incorporating by reference?

f. Can the proposal be aggregated with other simlar proposals,
i.e., simlar in nature, timng, or geographic location, and assessed in an EA
wi thout causing schedul e probl ems?

. Can the EA be conbined with other non-NEPA docunents to
concurrently fulfill requirenents and reduce paperwork? \Wat other statutory,
regul atory, or programmatic requirenments are applicable to the proposal?
(Consult program specific guidance.)

h. Wat i ssues and concerns need to be addressed7 VWhat resources
are present and likely to be affected?

NOTE : Determning issues and concerns usually involves inform
contact with user groups and other interested governnent
agenci es or organizations as well as BLM staff specialists.
Careful consideration of what issues or concerns do or do not
need to be addressed is essential in determning the scope of
the assessment.
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i. What criteria should be used to assess whether or not inpacts are
significant (see 40 CFR1508.27)?

j. Are there any unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of
avail abl e resources (see Section 102 (2)(e) of NEPA)? If so, what
alternatives should be considered? Are there reasonable alternatives for
satisfying the need for the proposed action? WIIl such alternatives have
meani ngful differences in environmental effects? Should they be considered?

k. Wat public notice and level of public involvement is appropriate
or required by CEQ regulations (40 CFR 1501.4 and 1506.6) and by program
specific regulations or standards?

1. What information is needed to assess the proposed action? Is the
informtion already available or nust it be obtained?

m What interdisciplinary involvenment is necessary (team makeup)?

2. Conducting the Assessment _and Preparing the EA.  The environnmental
inpacts-of the proposed action and alternatives, if any, nust be assessed and
documented in an EA. Agencies with legal jurisdiction or special expertise,
applicants, andthe public should be involved, to the extent practical, in the
preparation of the EA (40 CFR 1501.4(b)). Consult  programspecific  guidance
for other requirements for public involvement in conducting the assessment and
preparing the EA  General procedural guidance for conducting the assessnent
and preparing the EA is provided below

a. Define the Proposed Action and Alternatives. The proposed
action and alternatives, 1f any, nust be defined In sufficient detail to
analyze inpacts. Design features and management practices should be clearly
identified for the proposed actionand each alternative, including those
features or practices intended to avoid or mnimze environmental harm

Alternatives to the proposed action nust be considered and assessed whenever
there are wunresolved conflicts involving alternative uses of available

resour ces. Public controversy or concern about a proposed action does not
necessarily mean that alternatives nust be analyzed. For exanple, concerns
about |and use may be addressed in an RW/ES in which several alternative
uses of resources are analyzed. In subsequent activity planning, an EA tiered
to the RWES may be prepared to exam ne site-specific inpacts. A though
there may continue to be public controversy and concern regarding alternative
land uses, it is not necessary to reevaluate previously analyzed alternatives
if the concerns were adequately addressed in the EIS prepared for the Iand use
plan. If, however, there is controversy or concern regarding site-specific
resource uses which were not addressed in the RWES, it would be necessary
to examne alternatives.
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|f the no-action alternative is being analyzed, it nust also be defined to the
same |level of detail as the proposed action. For EA's on internally initiated
proposed actions, the no-action alternative is generally the continuation of
current managenent practices and trends. For EA's on externally initiated
proposed actions, the no-action alternative generally neans that the proposed
activity will nottake place.

b. ldentify the Affected Environnment. Identify the current
condition and trend of elements in the human environment which will be
affected by the proposed action or alternatives. Al elements of the
envi ronment shoul d be reviewed to determne if they will be affected. |f so,
or if otherwi se required by program specific guidance, these el enents nust be
addressed in the EA A checklist of critical elenents of the environnent
whi ch are subject to requirements specified in statute, regulation, or
executive order is shown in Appendix 5. Critical elements nust be considered
in all EA's

c. Assess the Inpacts of the Proposed Action and Alternatives.

Direct, indirect, and cunulative inpacts on the affected environnent should be
anal yzed for the proposed action and each alternative, if any, to the extent
necessary to determine if inpacts are significant. The analysis of inpacts
shoul d be based on the prem se that all standard operating procedures and
ot her standard Bureauw de requirements will be followed in inplementing the
proposed action or alternatives unless changes in such practices are
specifically being addressed in the analysis. Design features or managenment
ﬁractices which are intended to avoid or minimze environmental harm and which
ave been incorporated into the proposed action or alternatives nust be
treated as an inherent part of the action. The analysis should be based on
the best available information and should be objective, i.e., should not
reflect subjective value judgenents and, if possible, should be quantified.

d. Identify Mtigation Measures. Mtigation measures, if any
should be identified. Mtigation neasures are actions devel oped in response
to inpacts identified in the analysis which could be taken to avoid or reduce
projected inpacts

NOTE :  Actions or features which are included in the proposed action
or reflect standard operating procedures or Bureauw de
requi rements are not treated or |abeled as mtigation
measur es.

e. Assess Residual Inpacts. This assessment should identify any
direct, indirect, or cumulative inpacts which will remain after application of
the mitigation Neasur es.

f.  Prepare EA.  (See Paragraph C.| below for EA content and fornat
gui dance.)
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3. Determning Wether Inpacts Are Significant. The EA is reviewed
internal |y by the manager responsible for authorrzing the action. In
review ng the EA the manager nust determne whether the proposed action will
have a significant inpact on the quality of the human environment. Factors to
consider in determning significance are set forth in 40 CFR 1508.27. To
determne  significance, inpact predictions may be conpared to some paraneter
or maxinum mninum level of effect beyond which the inpacts become
significant, i.e., a significance threshold. Law, regulation, prior
commitments, pr of essi onal expertise, the manager's best judgnent, and public
opinion can affect the setting of significance thresholds.

- a. If Significant. If the inpacts of the proposed action are
determned to be significant, the action cannot be approved unlessit is
either analyzed in an EIS or nodified to avoid significant inpacts.

(1) In the event an EIS is determned necessary, do not proceed
any further in documenting the EA A notice of intent (NO) to prepare an EIS
I s devel oped and the information and anal ysis assenbl ed during the HA process
becones a part of the scoping for the EIS.  (See Chapter V for guidance on
preparing an ElS)

NOTE.  In a tiered HA whore the significant inpacts have already
been fully analyzed in an existing EIS, it is not
necessary to prepare a new EIS. In such cases, however,
this determnation nust be docunented in the FONSI. Only
significant inpacts which have not been fully analyzed in
an existing EI'S will trigger the needfor a new or
suppl enental EIS.

(2) Modifications to avoid significant inpacts nust be
incorporated into the proposed action. For externally Initiated proposed
actions, the applicant must agree to the nodification in witing. The
anal ysis which supports a FONSI for the nodified action nust be documented in
an HA If the “nodified” action was already analyzed as an alternative to the
proposed action oras part of the mtigation analysis, only mnor changes need
tobe made in the EA to satisfy this requirenent.

b. If Not Significant. If the inpacts of the proposed action (or
proposed action after It ismdified are determned to be insignificant, a
FONSI  nust be prepared. (See Paragraph C.2 below for FONSI content and fornat
gui dance. )
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4. Notifying the Public.

a. Determine Need for Public Review of EA and FONSI. The manager
responsible for authorizing the action must determine It the EA and FONSI
should be made available for public- review (usually a 30-day review period)
before making a final determination on the action. The primary purpose of a
public review is to allow the public an opportunity to comment on the agency’s
determination that there ar e no significant impacts associated with the
proposed action and, therefore, an EIS is not necessary. A public review of
the EA and FONSI is usually only necessary under certain limited circumstances
as defined in CEQ requlations (40 CFR 1501.4(e)(2)). Program-specific
guidance should also be consulted to determine if the EA and FONSI nust be
reviewed by the public prior to a deci si on.  The manager must notify the
public, including affected State and local governments and Indian tribes, of
t he review period (40 CFR 1506.6). Generally, notice of the review should be
announced in regional and local newspapers or other media. A copy of the EA
and FONSI must be provided to individuals and organizations who requested
one. Copies should also be provided to individuals and organizations affected
by or known to have an interest in the acti on.

NOTE: An EA should not be labeled as a “draft” when issued for
public review.

b. Provide Notice of Availability of EA and FONSI. If a public
review is determined unnecessary, the affected and interested nublic.must be
notified of the availability of the EA and the FONSI (40 CFR 1501.4(e)(l) and
1506.6).  The manager responsible for authorizing the action determines the
appropriate means for notifying the public and ensuring availability based on
the extent of concern and interest in the action. The manager has a great
deal of discretion in determining how to satisfy the notification requirement,
however, al | individuals or organizations that have requested notification on
an individual action must be notified by mail. Managers are also encouraged
to maintain a record or register of all EA's and FONSI's completed and make it
available for review in the State or District Office public room.

5. Reaching and Recording the Decision. The decision to approve a
proposed action resulting in a FONSI may be made after consideration of other
factors, as appropriate, and after program-specific requirements have been
satisfied. Decisions should be documented in accordance with program-specific
requirements, if any. It is recommended, though not required, that the
decision record (DR) incorporate the FONSI. (See Paragraph C.3 below for
content and format guidance for a combined FONSI and DR.)
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¢. Documentation.

1. The Environmental Assessnent. An EA isintended to be a concise
public docunent which briefly provides sufficient evidence and analysis for
determining whether to prepare an EIS ora FONSI. The CEQ has advi sed
agencies to keep EA's to no nore than approxi mately 10-15 pages excl usive of
appendices (P.R, vol. 46, no. 55, Forty Mst Asked Questions Concerning CEQs
NEPA Regul ations). To avoid undue length, EA's may incorporate by reference
background material to support the analysis. As noted, an EA generally shoul d
not exceed 10-15 pages. Although there are specific content requirenments
whi ch must be satisfied in every EA thereis flexibility in how an EA may be
formtted.  Mninum CEQ content requirenents, other content standards or
considerations, and format options are discussed below.

a. CEQ Content Requirements (40 CFR 1508,9(b)). The CEQ
regulations state that an EA nust contain brief discussions of the need for
the proposal, the alternatives considered, the environnental inpacts of the
proposed action and alternatives, and a listing of agencies and persons
consul ted.

(1) Need for Proposed Action. The EA nust briefly identify the
need for (or the objective of) the proposed action thatis being analyzed. In
the case of a plan amendment, the need statement also indicates why the action
warrants further consideration through a plan amendment.

(2) Proposed Action and Alternatives Considered. The EA nust
describe 'the proposed action and alternatives, if any, considered.

(a) The description of the proposed action and alternatives
must include all design features and discrete actions which have the potential
to affect theenvironment. Illustrations and maps should be used to help
describe the proposed action.

(b) The description of the proposed action and alternatives
nust conply with programspecific guidance (e.g., H2801-1, Rights-of-Wy
Plans of Devel opment).

(c) Design features or management practices that have been
incorporated into the proposed action oralternatives to avoid or reduce
environmental harm nust be clearly described as part of the action or
alternative, but should not be characterized as mitigation neasures. For
non- BLMproposal s, such features or practices nmust be in witing and included
in the applicant's proposal to be considered as part of the proposed action.
For BLM proposals, every effort should be made to incorporate such features
into the proposed action.
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(d) Applicable policy or progran1reqU|renents and standard
or routine procedures which will apply should be described 'or incorporated by
reference. These are program requirenents and procedures which are not
discretionary and woul d apply to any proposed action or alternative.

_ _ (e) If thealternatives considered in the EA have been
described in a previous environnental docunent, it may be sufficient to

i ncorporate by reference the description fromthe previous docunent.

_ (3) Environnental Inpacts. The EA nust describe and analyze the
environmental inpacts of the Froposed action and each alternative considered.

It must also identify and analyze mtigation measures, if any, which may be
taken to avoid or reduce environnental harm

(&) The analysis of inpacts nust address direct, indirect
and cunul ative inpacts on all affected resources of the human environnment,
including critical elenents (see Appendix 5).

(b) Anegative declaration isrecomended for critical
el ements which are not present and/or not affected, e.g., "The followng
el ements have been analyzed and will not be affected: . . ." Consult
program specific guidance for elenents which, if not present or affected,
require a negative declaration.

(c) If the inpacts of alternatives considered have been
fully analyzed in a previous environnental analysis, it may be sufficient to
i ncorporate by reference the analysis fromthe previous docunment.

() Mtigation neasures should be specifically described but
shoul d not be fornulated as formal stipulations in the EA.  Attach
stipulations to either the decision record or to the authorizing docunent.

The description of mtigation nmeasures must not include nmeasures thet are
i ncorporated into the proposed action or an alternative or that are otherw se
standard operating procedures or requirements.

_ - (e) The anticipated effectiveness of mtigation measures and
any direct, indirect, and cunulative inpacts thet renain after the application

of all n1t|gat|on neasures i.e., residual inpacts, nust be described and
anal yzed.

' (4) Persons or Agencies Consulted. The EA nust |ist persons or
agenci es contacted “or consulted. The brref statement of the purpose and, if
applicable, results of contacts and consultations is recomended
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b. Additional EA Content Cuidance. In addition to the mininmum CEQ
content  requirenents, the BLM requires or recomends under certain
circunstances that EA's contain additional material as discussed bel ow.

VWhet her the specific content itemsidentified in this section are required,
recommended or optional is indicated in parentheses.  Consult program speci fic
guidance to determne if recommended items or other information are required
for certain types of actions or under certain circunstances.

(1) Identifying Information.

(a) Title, EA nunber, and type of project (Required).
Consult State Office guidance on the assignment of EA nunbers.

(b) Location of proposal (Required). This information is
usual 'y included in the description of the proposed action. ~ The general
| ocation of the proposed action should also be identified in the EA

(c) Name and |ocation of preparing office (Required).

(d) Lease, serial, or case file nunber (Required, where
applicable). The EA should rdentify, for exanple, the ROWNcase nunber, the

APD identifier, etc.

(e) Applicant name (Required, if applicable). The
applicant's address should also Dbe included.

(f) Date of preparation (Required).

. (9) List of Preparers (Recomrended). The areas of
expertise of the preparers should also he identified if the EA is released for
public review.

(2) Information on Related Programs, Plans or Policies.

(a) Conformance Wth Existing RW's or MPs (Required).
For activity plans or project proposals, the EA must identify the existing
RW's and/or MPP's associated with the proposal and explicitly state that the
proposed action conforms wth those plans. In the case of an EA prepared in
conjunction with a land useplan anendment , nonconformance of the proposed
action with an existing RMP or MFP is a primary reason for considering the
plan amendment and should be discussed early in the document.
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(b) Relationship to Statutes, Regulations, Policies, Plans
or_Qther Environnmental Analyses (Reconmended). Statutory or regulatory
provisions which are particularly germane to the assessment should be
identified or referenced in the EA.  An exhaustive list or discussion of
applicable laws or regulations, however, is not appropriate. Only those
requirements which are necessary to inprove understandi ng shoul d be included.
Qther relevant BLM policies and programmatic guidance or environnental
anal yses which will affect the assessnent or to which the EAis tiered (e.?.,
progranmatic/EIS)  should also be identified in the EA The relationship o
the Froposed action to other agency (non-BLM policies, plans, or prograns
shoul d be discussed to the extent these are germane to the proposed action or
nust be considered in accordance with programspecific guidance. State or
local  pernitting requirenents or other aut orm_ng actions necessary for
i npl ementing the proposed action should also be identified.

(3 QGher  Information.

(a) Alternatives Considered but not Analyzed in Detail
(Optional). The EA may contain a description of other alternatives, If any,
that were considered but dismssed after prelimnary investigation. If
anot her agency or menber of the public recomended an alternative which was
considered but not analyzed in detail, it is generally advisable to document
the reasons for its dismssal in the EA

(b) Description of the Affected Environment (Optional).
The EA may contain a brief description of the affected environnent, including
a description of the general setting as well asthe resources or values inthe
human environment which are present or likely to be affected by the proposed
action or alternatives. This description is often useful in EA's which are
being released for public review in order to give the reader a general
overview of the affected environnent.

C. EA Format. The manager responsible for preparing the EA
determnnes the appropriate format for the EA within established standards.
EA's may range froma short (I-or 2-page) docunent characterized by only a few
headings to a relatively long (10-to 15-page) docunment characterized by
several headings and subheadings. The follow ng guidance on format options
shoul d hel p the manager determne the nost appropriate and concise approach.
These formats, however, are not mandatory; they are only intended to serve as
exanpl es of how the format may vary under-different circunstances.
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_ (1) Format Qption #1 (see Illustration 1) may be used for
relatively sinple andstrarghtforward EA's. Thisfornat may be used when all
or nost of the follow ng conditions exist:

(8 Only a few elements of the human environnent are
affected by the proposed action (or alternatives, i f any) or inpacts are
mnimal, i.e., can be succinctly descri bed.

_ (b) Only a few sinple and straightforward mtigation
measures, i f any, are needed to avoid or reduce inpacts.

(c) There are no programspecific documentation requirenments
associated Wi th the action under consideration which would preclude its use.

(2) Format Option #2 (see Illustration 2) may be used for nore
conplex EA's.  This format, or variations of this format, may be used when one
or more of the follow ng conditions exist:

. (a) A large nunber of elenments have been identified as
likely to be affected by the proposed action (or alternatives) or inpacts are

relatively  conplex.

(b) A large nunber of mtigation neasures have been
identified as necessary.

(c) Inpacts are potentially controversial.

(3) Optional EANFONSI/DR _Form(see Illustration 3). The
Optional EAFONSI/DR Formgenerally follows format option #1 above. It may be
used for actions requiring the preparation of an EA when all of the follow ng
conditions are net:

(a) All of the conditions for using format option #1
are nmet.

. ~(b) The proposed action does not involve unresol ved
conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources and, therefore,
alternatives do not need to be considered.

_ ~ (c) The EA'is not likely to generatew de public interest
and is not being distributed for public reviewand conment.

o (d) The proposed action is located in an area covered by an
existing land use plan and conforms with that plan.
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_ (4) Conbined EA Format. An EA may be conbined with any ot her
pl anni ng or deci si onmaking docunent; however, that portion which analyzes the
environmental inpacts of the proposed action and alternatives nust be clearly
and separately identified and not spread throughout or interwoven into other
sections of the document (40 CFR 1506.4 and 516 DM 3.5). Consult program
specific guidance for additional format requirements when combining the EA
with programspecific planning or decisionmaking docunents.

2. The Finding of No Significant Inpact (FONSI). The FONSI is a
document that briefly states the reasons a proposed action will not have a
significant effect on the human environment and for which, therefore, an EIS
w 'l not be prepared (40 CFR 1508. 13).

a. The FONSI must either be attached to the EA or incorporate the EA
by reference. \ere applicable, the FONSI shoul d note any other environnental
documents related to it. The FONSI nust be signed and dated by the manager
authorized to approve the action.

b. The FONSI may be included in the decision record (DR). Guidance
on conbined FONSI/DR i s discussed in Paragraph C 3 bel ow.  Under certain
ci rcumstances, however, the FONSI nust be initially prepared as a separate
docunent, e.g., when the EA and the FONSI are being issued for public review
prior to a decision on the proposed action (40 CFR 1501.4(e)(2).) There are
no format requirenents for a "stand al one" FONSI.

3. The Decision Record (DR). Decisions are docunented in accordance
with programspecific requirenents. In the absence of detailed program
specific requirenents on the content or format of a DR the follow ng guidance
may be used for docunenting decisions which are analyzed in an EA The
suggested content of a combined FONSI/DR is discussed below. An exanple of a
conbined FONSI/DR is shown in Illustration 4.

a. ldentify the selected alternative. Describe as precisely as
possi bl e specific features of the decision. Identify nitigation nmeasures
whi ch have been selected to be inplenented. Stipulations based on commtted
mtigation nmeasures shoul d be attached to either the decision record or the
authorizing  document.  Althoughit is permssible to incorporate by reference
a description of the alternative being selected and mtigation neasures being
conmtted to, there should be no anbiguities regarding the specifics of what
s or is not being approved. Identify any limtations onwhen the decision
my be inplenented.
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b. Include a FONSI in the decision record indicating that the action
has been analyzed in an EA and found to have no significant inpacts, thus an
EIS is not required. Identify specific reasons for this finding, e.g., any
specific design features or managenent practices which avoid or ninimze harm
to the affected environment. Reference and attach the EA which supports the
FONSI and identify any other related environnental documents or records.

c. Explain why this decision was made. Indicate that the action
conforms with the applicable land use plan(s).

d. A conpliance and nonitoring plan or schedule nmay be included in
the DR which identifies how mtigation neasures wll be tracked and enforced.
If included, however, such activities nust be treated as a part of the
decision and inplemented as specified.

e. A conbined FONSI/DR nust be signed and dated by the nanager
authorized to approve the action.

D. Inplementation and Mnitoring. A decision may not be inplenmented until
the FONSI and DR have been signed and all other programspecific procedural
requi rements have been met (e.g., expiration of appeals period allowed under
43 CFR Part 4). Inplenmentation nust be in accordance with the decision
described in the DR and analyzed in the EA including any mtigation nmeasures
selected.  Any proposed changes in the action which are not within the scope
of the EA aresubject to further NEPA review and associated program
requirenents, if any.

Monitoring of the action or project is required to the extent it is Identified
inthe DR or as necessary to ensure conpliance with the decision. (See
Chapter VI for nmore detailed guidance on monitoring.)
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Chapter IV - Preparing Environmental Assessments

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORMAT OPTION #1

This formst may be used for relatively simple and straightforward EA's. Headings are underlined.

EA TITLE/HEADING

Identify project title and location, EA number, case file number (if any), name of applicant (1f
applicable), name and location of BIM office preparing the EA, and EA preparation date.

NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION. Describe the need for or objective of the proposed actiou.
Tdentify the land use plan or plans which cover the area and the results of the conformance
reviev,

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Action. Describe the proposed action. Reference attached illustrations or maps as
approprinte. Describe bureauwide policy or program requirements, including standard or

routine procedures.

Alternatives. Describe each alternative, i1f any, to the same level of detail as the
proposed action.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. Identify critical elements and, {f required by program-specific
guidance, other elements which are not present and/or not affected (see Appendix 5 of BIM NEPA
Handbook) . » :

Izpacts of the Proposed Action. Identify direct, indirect and cumulative impacts on the
.zﬁec:ea eovironment for the proposed action given all policy or program requirements and
standard or routine procedures which apply. )

Impacts of Alternatives. Identify direct, indirect and cumulative impacts ou the affected
environment for each alterunative, if any, to the same level of detail as for the proposed
action.

Mitigation Measures and Residual Impacts. Describe measures, if any, which could be applied
to mitigate some OF all of the impacts identified for the proposed action and each
alternative. For the proposed action and each alternative, identify direct, indirect and
cumulative impacts on the affected envirooment which remain after application of mitigation
seasures. . .

PERSONS OR AGENCIES CONSULTED. List persons, agencies and orgaaizations consulted in the
preparation of the EA.

Attach list of preparers, illustrations, maps, or other material referenced or necessary.

Rel. 1~1547
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Chapter IV - Preparing Environmental Assessments

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORMAT OPTION #2

This format may be used for complex or potentially comtroversial EA's. Headings are underlined.

TR WD em e em @ M R NP M W v P G W WP M R T W M TR O W WD YR Gk S P AR R TR AR W O A em A o wr B wr m e e o e em

COVER LETTER
If cthe EA 1s issued for public review, a cover letter may be desirable. It should identify the
purpose of the review, the review period, and how public commeats will be taken into
consideration.

EA COVER SHEET

Identify project title and type, project location, EA number, case file or other identifying
ounber (if any), applicant name and address (if applicable), name and location of BIM office
preparing the EA, and the EA preparation date.

BODY OF EA
INTRODUCTION

Need for the Proposed Action. Describe the need for or the objective of the proposed action.

Conformance With Land Use Plan. Identify applicable RMP(s) or MFP(s) and approval date(s).
Indicate how the proposed action has been determined to conform with the applicable
plan(s). Identify any constraints on actiouns in the area or other determinations specified
in the plan(s) which are relevant to the proposed action.

Relationghip To Statutes, Regulations, or Other Plans. Indicate, for example, whether the
proposed action 1s consistent with other Federsl agency, State, or local plans and
programs. Identify pertinent statutes, regulations, or plans which are necessary for
understanding the EA. Identify other authorizing actions needed before the proposed action

can be implemented, e.g., local permits required.

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Action. Describe the proposed action. Include illustrations or maps as
appropriate. Identify Bureauwide policy or program requirements, including standard or
routine procedures.

Alternatives. Describe each alternmative, if any, to the same level of detail as the

proposed actiom.

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

General Setting. Describe the general setting., Include a map.

Affected Resources. Describe all resources and values which are affected by the proposed
action or alternatives. Identify critical elements and, if required by program-specific
guidance, other elements which are mot present and/or not affected by the provosed actiom or
alternatives (see Appendix 5 of BLM NEPA Handbook). o

Rel. 1-1547
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B-1790~1 ~ NATIONAL ENVIRCNMENTAL POLICY ACT BANDBOOK

Chapter IV - Preparing Environmental Assessments

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Impacts of the Proposed Action. Identify direct, indirect, and cumulstive impacts on the
affected environment for the proposed action given all policy or program requirements and
standard or routine ptoceputes which apply. ’

Impacts of Alternatives. Identify direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts on the affected
environment for each alternative, i1f any, to the same level of detail as for the proposed

action.

Mitigation Measures. Describe measures which could be applied to mitigate some or all of
the impacts identified for the proposed action and each alternative.

Residual lmpacts. For the proposed asction and each alternative, identify direct, indirect,
and cumulative impacts on the affected eunvironmeut which remain after application of
mitigation measures.

CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION

Persons and Agencies Consulted. List all persons, agencies, and organizations consulted;
purpose and results of such consultation.

Attach list of preparers indicating briefly their areas of expertise, {llustrations, maps, and
any other materials referenced or necessary for understanding the EA.

\

Rel. 1-1547

BLM MANUAL 10/25/88



B-1790-1 - NATIONAL ENVIRCNMENTAL POLICY ACT HANDBOOK

Chapter IV - Preparing Environmental Assessments

Illustration 3, Page 1
(IV=Clc(3))

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

BIM Office

OPTIONAL EA, FONSI and DR FORM

Proposed Action Title/lype:
Location of Proposed Action:

Applicant (if any):

EA Number:

- Lease/Serial/Case File No.

Conformance With Applicable land Use Plan:

This proposed action is subject to the following land use plan:

Name of Plan

This plan has been revieued’té determine if the proposed action conform

and conditions as required by 43 CFR 1610.S5.

Remarks:

Date Approved:
s with the land use plan terms

Need for Proposed Action:

Description of Proposed Action:

Enviroomental Impacts:

Critical Element

Alr Quality

ACECs

Cultural Resources
Farmlands, Prime/Unique
Floodplains

Nat. Amer. Rel. Concerns

Description of Impacts:

Affected

Yes

No

Critical Element

T & E Species

Wastes, Hazardous/Solid
Water Quality
Wetlands/Riparian Zoues
Wild & Scenic Rivers
Wilderness

Affected

Yes

RRRRR
AT

No

BLM MANUAL
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B8~1790-1 - NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT BANDBOOK

Chapter IV - Preparing Environmental Assessments

Description of Impacts (continued):

{(Use additional pages if necessary)

Description of Mitigation Measures and Residual Impacts:

Persons/Agencies Consulted:

Preparer(s):
Date:

LK BE BK BE B BN Bk BE BE BE B L SN BN B N B NS SN R BN N R NE BN BE N BN S B B BE N B NN S R NS ]

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT/DECISION RECORD.

I have reviewed this environmental assessment including the explanation and resolution of any
poteatially significant environmental impacts. I have determined that the proposed action with the
nitigation measures described below will not have any significant impacts on the human eunviromment
and that an EIS is not required. I have determined that the proposed project is in conforwmance with
the approved land use plan. It is my decision to implement the project with the mitigation measures
identified below.

Mitigation Measures/Remarks:

Authorized Official: Date:

BLM MANUAL Rel, 1-1547
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Chapter IV - Preparing Environmental Assessments

INSTRUCTIONS POR COMPLETING OPTIONAL EA, PONSI, and DR FORM

WHEN TO USE. The optional form may be used for proposed actions which require the preparation of
an EA when all of the following conditions are met:

1. The propcsed action does not lmvolve unresolved conflicts coucerning alternative uses of
available resources and, therefore, alternatives do not need to be considered.

2. Only a few elewents of the human environment are affected by the proposed action or impacts are
minimal, i.e., can be succinctly described.

3. Only a fev simple and straightforward mitigation measures, if any, are needed to avoid or reduce
impacts.

4, There are no program—specific documentation requirements associated with the action under
consideration which would preclude its use.

5. The EA is not likely to generate wide public interest and is not being distributed for public
reviev aund comment.

6. The proposed action 1s located in an area covered by s valid land use plan or planning analysis
and conforms with that plam.

DETATLED INSTRUCTIONS. (Also see Chapter IV of the BLM NEPA Handbook)

Descriptive information. Identify the BIM office, title or type of proposed action, and location
of proposed action. A location map may be attached or a description of the location referenced.
Follow State Office instructions for assigning the EA number. The lease/serial/case file number and
applicant name are completed if applicable.

Conformarce with applicable land use plan. Identify the name of the plaun(s), or planning analysis
and the date(s) approved. The remarks section may be used for documenting any restrictions or
limitations identified in the plan(s) or for referencing any other relevant information contained in
the plan(s).

Need for the Proposed Action. Describe the need for or objective of the proposed action, i.e.,
what the proposed action is intended to accomplish. Use additional pages if necessary.

Description of proposed action. Describe the proposed action including all design features and
discrete actions intended to avoid or minimize environmental harm. Use additional pages, if
necessary. Attach {llustrations or maps as appropriate.

Environmental Impacts. In the checklist provided, indicate whether critical elements (see Appendix

5 of the BIM NEPA Handbook) are or are not be affected by the proposed action. In the space provided
for the narrative discussion, identify direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts on all elements of
the affected envirooment. In the space provided for the identification of mitigation measures and
residual impacts, describe measures, if any, which could be applied to mitigate some or all of the
impacts and identify any residual impacts which may remain after mitigation measures have been
applied. Use additional pages as necessary to fully assess impacts and identify mitigation measures.

Persons/Agencies Consulted. List persons, agencies and orgacizations consulted in the preparation
of the EA.

Preparer(s). List names of individuals who prepared the EA and the wmonth/year prepared.

Finding of No Significant Impact/Decision Record. The manager responsible for approving the action
sust sign and date the FONSI and DR. Mitigation measures must be apecifically identified in the
space provided. Also identify other related environmental documents, if any. Use additional paqes
if necessary.

Attachoents. Stipulations should he attached as well as any other materials or information
referenced in the EA or additional pages used,

BLM MANUAL Relioﬁfgz



Illustration 4
8-1790~1 - NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT HANDBOOK

Chapter IV - Preparing Environmental Assessments

EXAMPLE OF A COMBINED PONSI/DR

Decision: It is vy decision to authorize a permit to drill, #2-45321, to Falls 0il Company of
Wyoming on oil and gas lease Z-1111l located in the Lome Rock Resource Ares in Wyoming. The surface
protection procedures set forth in the proposed action are included in the application and need not
be formulated ipto stipulations. Mitigation measures identified for the proposed action in the
environmental consequences section of the attached environmental sssesszent have been formulated ianto
stipulations. This decision incorporates by reference the attached stipulations.

Finding of No Significant Impacts: Based on the analysis of potential environmental impacts
contained 1o the attached environmental assessment, I have determined that impacts are not expected
to be significant and an environmental impact statement is not required. '

Rationale for Decision: The decision to allow the proposed action does not result in any undue or
Unneccessary environmental degradation and i{s in conformance with the Lone Rock RMP, approved on
December 13, 1985.

Cowpliance and Monitoring: The attached compliance and monitoring plan has been developed for this
project and 18 incorporated by reference ianto this decision. o

District/Area Manager ] Date

Attachments:
Lone Rock APD # 2-54321 EA
Lone Rock APD # 2-54321 Stipulations
Lone Rock APD # Z~54321 Compliance and Monitoring Plan

Rel. 1-1547
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