Appendix C:
Public Comments to Draft Mitigation Report
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Dear S

Tha following comraants apply to the Diraft Wildand-Urban Interface Cormmunitiee-at-Risk Mitigation
wmmmsﬁwmywm T atvendded tha mesting Novesnber 14, 2001 at the Nampa
Civie Center, mhnsban&maﬂlmhﬁ{wmsyﬁmmgmﬁwafm'mw Dismonds Fire in
August, We did not [cavs Town miinmmaﬁmmcmmindaﬁhcmd&muwa& We con claim first

Land knawledge of the fire situation in Silver Clty. We cwn o houss on Lot 831 high e casthillide

aﬁloa&jng Silver City. mmﬁ&wmézmmmmwwmxm They saught s
@

WWWMWMwmﬂymnﬁaﬁnmﬁiwmﬁumS%m There ary oiher
ways mﬁm-mmmmazasmb&wh&ebﬁmmm Bue ifa fve
mmmdmamu&aymmwmmymmmW.msmmw%wmw {
.mgiymemwmmwwmammuﬁam roads out of the Jordan Basin. The
mmm-ﬁn}&_ﬁm&wmmm}ammm i then mainiined e rest of the way 4p
10 the bawl road nsar the Beaver Fongds. mmupmiﬁtm&mﬁmmmmaminuim;m&m
smﬁ%:tmﬁébcsﬁiabdeﬂwmdw&fmwnrmdwmaﬁhyﬁm These twa roads would provide
cacape Torles to e eastund wess of Sitver City with mnmmmm-mm “rafe™ BrEan

mi . ) .
As the owners o thie home mentiomes eqs of fowa, we would be willing o work with the BLM is
catablishing » beiispat pehind tha houge

Txip Sites and Fill Sites

Tﬁuim_pmﬁmwﬂitvexﬁkys&mﬂdhemhm 1t iz mostly minct, It s 6 histoeic stroeiore and a0
Sisteric faatrs, W&w@m@&mmﬁﬁ%@mmadﬁpﬁc%&uﬂmﬁﬂww
m&wam&s&mmblﬂmmarwdﬁxmhymwdﬂm

Srmenara Profecting .
mﬁmmmmmm&hammﬁmwmwﬂm-mﬁmwmm-m&ﬁﬁ
ﬁmﬁm-?ic;nmaﬁnﬁ-xmﬁmmwﬁmmmm-mmmm_ abdindy defundable
prers moond thelr hames, R&&xwmmmmsmiemmnmﬁim } suggest thar ANY helpthe
BT wouis offer to fhe Sthwer Chty Haom memammmﬁmmmww
r,oMmmehmmmhmnrsinmdwﬁgiaﬁmmémweu%&bliﬂwiapmnfmmwlw
ofwm%qmaafa:ﬁm Saimmmmm:tha&hiww&hmmasmm:mdnm
ﬁ:mughihef'ilvm'ﬁﬂyﬁunwmmisﬁm
Marming Ster Mine ss 8 Warer Resoures _
}w&mmﬁﬁﬁowwmzbh-m&:mﬁmmwﬁhmmmmmemammm Tt wonld provide a’
g@mu?mwiﬁmﬁ&&mm‘mm.

“Tiaber Harvest o .
Iw.wwmhﬁngufdmmwng&shmmﬂm T wadd Tike janiper eliminatad.
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1 hape that the sction plan proposed wan be ioplemended. 1 am vy wary thiat ettt will be done. oo
daud timber s cuz avd ne plins enasted, Slver City Is in grave danger T wikiland fies. The deager will
only inerease with the years. Please don't 1ot s plam booaoss so walered down and bogeed down tas ne

etion is tmiomL

Sincorely,
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Romdy Eardley 163 107 30 &1 & 00
3948 Devclopment Drive
Boise, Idaho 83705

Diear My BEandley,

Silver City people who anended the Fire Plan eesexfation mesting in Nanpa last week sl me
that you are interested in bearing about individual problems as well as reactions (o the general
overal! plan. [z sorry T oould not gitend becanse 1 2 xoost baerested fo fire prevention and all
who attended the program seport that the presemtation was excellent. [ hope the infounatiion will
e available in primed form soozn. Below is my situation aod sy opinion regandmg fae
prokstion.

GENERAL

Tho tows water system, which has been inadesuate sincs it beginning, is sow dangero
dysimetional. The problem is being compounded becanse Silvey City residents are mercaging
their watze dexnands by adding modern convenicress and desiring higher health standands. The
town governing body (Sitver City Property Owaers, ar SCPO) has refused 1 acquire additional
sames of waer.  The wwn could sfford #t becsmse most of the residents ave far wealthier than
the sverags Idaho citizen. However, in the hopes of getting finaocial aid from the delamar
mines or fromg the BLM, they have not considered paying for a system.. Also a fow residems
belisve that lack of water may curtat] public interest in the wwn's bistoric vaioes, prevent
commersial development and discourige bome owners fiom active use of their property. Now
the thesat of fire may motivaie the residents w address the problem alkhough the lack of

1 strongiy wrge the fallowing:

Location and development of additional sowrces of watir: nrw springs and wells
sutBisient to service a small village of 300 people iz 70 homes, wurist facilities for 200 peaple
housed in one botel, two fons and Hve rental units soad fire pratection for 70 buildings.

Ao water stornge wnit of 30,000 gallons (only 15,000 sveilsbie now), wither = dum or
ok or both, Increased fire education and fire deills.

;xmwmmﬁgmﬁmmm&ngmﬁmmmmmmmw

is the befter ides.

The BLM could strengthen the building owners' motivation to participat in fire
mwmmmmmawﬁmmwwﬁwmwwm
the inegrity of his building as part of a Mistorical site and that pary of that covenan! involves fire
protection, paying five fighting fevs, ac..

A citizens' five board could b appainted by the SCPO board 1o monitor fire risks and
eamplisnca, That board could interact with governmoent agencies on a reguler basis, set goals,
recyuis trainess. 1f sny prossure or control weze exestad by the citizens’ boand and backed op
discretely by BIM clout, interest in fire prevention might maprove. Semne of the Siiver City
miﬁmm@usﬁ'mmmwﬁmewgﬁwchmpMyﬁaeﬁaﬁ
responsibility of 2]l kinds. Good riddance!il! ]

Misbaumw;agmémpkmmﬁdmhymdﬁmg@ﬁmpmm
marasement np, the public Jands atrusizd t it The BLM should provide a fire brouk arowd the
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town which could be defended in an anergency. mmwmmmwmmm
the public Jand within aod borderiag Silver City, The BLM should mmm mﬁ buakiing
adjscent 1 the public lind som that the BLM eends w0 immove by beitinting tel
persormd conferences, Interaction i esseatial,

The diseased fir stand on the east Bunk of Florids moumtain
frastry specdalist. Most of the mrees thers have been g e remnely 3
wmmm&mmhawmmﬁfw {Wm m}farmwym What ever
the BLM decides to de is ecceptable 1o me as long the setion is recommnes :
exprrt Wi is presoribing for the funire as well as for the gearterm

MY INDIVIDUAL CONCERNS

My propurtias {three aces of the 'ﬁp‘r@ millsite and Lats 87, 9%, 93, and 105) are inteciased
with BLR Iﬁl};d. Twonld ke o covperate with the BLAM n soeere ;":t_f nveseetion for
our cosnreon problems, Ipmm?}m the BLM and T work ot o fre provection
WJM}?‘ for our shared lands aud that we maintain 2 mintoam ot offective 3
ﬁmmmxammmm&usmwymgmmmmm@ 200
nenting the plan.

Tae stands of quaking aspen and willows on oy leods sud public lands would sosmally fanction
a3 fire retardams. From peglest, desd plant material within thern hos incressed i
that they are now Sre hazards, IdaniknaWWbmmdQMWUida -
expexts. The guaking aspen sirds must be poarareed wammamrmmé basis o they will
comtinee %o die. 1 own the waler tights to the overfiow from the city tank. When I aliow the
SCPO Association To divert some of that watsr to the winter watchmeay's use &t the JOOF hall,
haye o make sure that they don't ke it all. There is plerty of water for both uses in the winter
mwaiths but the town must recopize that the ngm%ﬁkﬂmmm%
me@&mbm@mmeﬁeMMM@ymmmWM@aﬁ
the eity statern’s capacity. 1 aeed to instinune a vigilanos system 1o guarsniee ther the city
wachperson and my watchperson effectively cooperaty their efforts. The BLM owns about sixty
fmﬁ%mms@mdwmhhmmmimI&Smdmy’i‘ip?npmumm Perhaps
the BLM could provide the expertise 1o Sgure out 8 plan . asd the wwn and 1 could implement

the jdan and pay the hills,

The public lasd beteeen the cemmetery and my Lot 87 {my primary resid s |
theeat, S&zm Qfﬁi& g.ﬁmﬁ muzterial in thay Sﬂ"lp m&& ﬁmhﬁx,mmfmth& ewnhanknent peyt
Mtever aleanng of fre foef is done needs fo address stabilizaior

ment auidhe&&l::mgczmietﬂ the impacted area or clse the BLM should pay to

The BLM and 1 shonld coonpernte on 43 ageeme azsrds that we share, s plan to
%Wm&mmﬁdmwaﬁmfmﬁmmmaﬁm Lands where we are
ighbors. § admit thit oy land wavagement 1s 2 poor as these of the BLM. Lets pot sside
o de on solutioes. I you have noticed, the whale toen watches and often

imnd ship with smthority, trespassers and nalghbors. Here's o chanee for bath of us
1o st a gnad ammgis;, Tm ready.
Iwauﬁ%mmmm%m%mhu@mwﬁm Emmﬁmmhmmm
implement suggestions mads by experts. [ am willing wo share the sxpenses of wm%t on the
pubhxmmﬁmmmymmmnimuldﬁmmmcﬁww -
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Barker, Jerry

From: MOSALIO@sctoom

Sert:  Wednesday, November 28, 2001 2:34 PM

To: jarker@dyniamac.com

LGS randy_sardley@bim.gov

Subject Comments on Dratt Mitigation Plan Report - Siiver Clty Assessmant Area

Pg.{i gam 1.0 Add - Study water sources on Flonda ML and gevelop sources o increase water flow 1o the Silver Clty water
SYSENT.

Change sacond itam o read - Develop and maintain an additional water storage tank for the Sitver City water System and improve
the “ice pond™ on Jordan Cresk sbove Silver City to provide e

£g, 3 dtam 4.0 para. 1 correction - residents do not remain s caretakers. Dunng the winter the Siver City Property Owrars, Ing.
nire & walchperson to care fov the town. The next sentence should read: Deed covenants and the Owyhee County Silver Gity
HMistoric Praservalion Ordinancs requirgs that all ... e

£g. 10 ltem 8.0 para. 1 - add as prionty #2 Study water sources on Flonda ML and develop SOUrces o ncrease the watgr flaw {o
the Siver City VWater System,

Toyrect tem #2140 féadﬁi}a‘ﬁéiap and maintgin an additional water storage ank for the Sitver Cily water system (20,000 to 30,000
gailons) and conduct maintenance on tha existing storage lank 1o extend iIs fife, {sand Dlast and recoad interiorn]

P 11 ftem 8.1 para. 1 Add BLM fo thin brush on BLM ground within Silver City.

Pg. 12 pars. 2 Commeant New road construction and axisting road improvement will Cause negative impacts to Siver Cily and
KIroUnding area. Improving roads around Siver City will increase traffic through Siver City and increase Gther negative impacts
associatad with increased usage. Usa the money for reducing fueisfire break around Sitver City's perimatar. Helicopter logging
is peeferred plus no logging should be allowed duning winter as plowing roads 1o Siver City causes more probloms,

Pg, 12 para. 4 Commaent: Please axplain the 30% soilt of costs and srovide an sstimate,

Py, 13 Ham B.2 para. 1 Add information about additional water sources devalopment a8 stated under B.O py, 10 para. 1.

P 13 iem 8.2 para. 2 Tank size 20,000 o 30,000 galions,

Py, 13 kem 8.2 para, 3 Tank should be located above the existing storage fank.

Also, Incorporaie samawmre in e plan the proposal to provide Sitvar City with a newer fire bruck,

All these tems ara i-:arhé which BLM and myself broughl up the night of the meeling in Nampa.

e tha back of the plands-Appandix B: Structure Profection Plan. Uncar page 2 of the plan is the Action Plan. Lnder Escape

Rentes is a proposal 1o improve the Sitver Cord road. This is net a goud idea. | slated some of tha reasons ahove why not o
busiid rew roads or mprove existing roads around Sitver City. {ather than the Joraan Vailey and Murphy roads) Other reasons are:

cost and upkesp, steap and slow, plus
e Sihver Cord road s right back 1o the Siver City/Murphy road uniess you want 10 improve many many miles of road o

Triangie via Boulder Creek or around the head of Jordan Creak to Fint or on 1o Delgmar which is the Jordan Valley Road. in
othor words s @ waist of money pius ather impacts need 1o be congiderad.

Thank you, Sinceraly,

CLARENGE GRTON



Jim Hyslop
11618 Emerald Road
Nampa, idaho 83080

208-466-5004 20R-890-0718

{Navxi} {5sbver (g
November |5, 208H

Mr. Randy Eardiey

Lower Siake River Districl
3948 Development Avenue
Boise, idsho 3703

Mr. Jerry Barker
Dyaamae Corporation
ibarker@idytmac com

Re: BLM Contact No. [922-Ne60-C98-3003, Sibver City Assessiaent Area
To whorn {8 may concern:

t was one of the few Sibver Ciry residents that attended your mesting i Nampa to present the findings of
the Dynamac study. Fhe lack of attendance by my neighbors, glaringly points to the truth of your
statemient on page 11 of the Draft Mitigation Assessment, “the public education and outreach program may,
i the tong o, prove to be the most effective in reducing wildland fire risk in the Stlver ity assessment
area.” Owr fhilere to attend this meeting demuonsirates the chalienge ahead,

Cne things that s mentioned, in passing, in e report is the work by SCA last summer. | cocourage BLM
to wtilize the resource of the Student Conservation Assocketion. More even, to partner with them, 1t's ene
of those, bang-for-the-buck oppertunities. SCA methods might bring Silver Uity people along in a way thal
agency and contractors don't, I1t's & synergy thing, in my way of thinking. Pleasc Jacilitate SCA to bring
its resource along in the Silver City fire mitigation effort.

Hoth Jenna Whitlock and Jerry Rarker eppouraged moe o sead my comiments regurding Joridnn Creek
impoundments. That Is the main point of this letter. We could impound water measured in portions of a
million gations, rather than in thousands el gallons. A new water storage tank might hold 60,000 gallons,
b the old fce pond could contain ¥4 to % of a milbon gallons. 1 we could remove the long-age-deposited
sediments it might hold much more. This sediment is not currently in the stream channed so we wouldn’t
be messing with the fish habitat and it could be utilized locaily 1o resurface our Jong-neglected roads. The
cously read department might even help with the job. The sediment might also be used for additional
campsite development; mucli Hky was done at the pubdic campgrodund ihis summer,

Please consider the lee Pord Plan that § am attaching (below). it has long made sense te me to wlilize
Jordan Creek as the necessary component to fill the “recharge” requirement that a worthy struciural fire
fighting system dictates. Its utilization as a wildfire water component makes sense as well.

Thank you for your effori in safeguarding Sthver City. Qur butldings are a national treasure anud werthy of
your efforts. Our community will realize this in time and take 8 more determined stand I its proservation,
Alsg, thank you for your invilation te comment further, | am at your service, should you need fusther

clarificalion or on-the-ground perusal. My cell phone {above) is my Sitver Cily connection to the outside.

{ :f;;;ueiy ymsﬁ 2
J?(:ﬁ}*slcp f V{Zrc



The lee Pond Plan

As Envisioned by
Jim Hyslop, Sibver Oty cesident
{1618 Emerald Road, Namps, ldabe 83686
Phone: 208.466,5064 or 208 80G 6718
Mavernber 15, 2001

Please accept this as s comment o the Drafl Mitigation Plan Report, Lower Snuke River Diserict, Sibver
City Assessment Aren, Work Assigoment Noo BLM4.T3, October 2001,

Almost twenty vears apo, Fwas oomember of the Sitver City Water Commitiee. Ed Japeks and Matin
Peterson were the other members, Ud faler retired frons the Committer snd Bob Leonurd took his place. It
was during this fime that Oscar Anderson was BLM Area Manoger, He aod T tatked aboul Sitver Cily
water system needs. Near the end of one fiscal year, he phoned saying that there may be maongey that BLMN
couid put inte materials for Siiver's water system, The tank amd pipe system we have now reseiied from
Oscar™s work. Alse. it should be commented that Bi.M-Silver City refations have been greatly enbanced
by this contribution. Ultimatety, the public has gained unmensured rewards as well,

Ed Jagels and | visited with people at the ldahoe Fire Hating Bureau. We leamed of details that are
necessary tor a worthy fire fighting system, Recharge of the system was a cemponent thal our spring
seemead unable to accomplish. To achieve the necessary galiohege to accomplish the recharge
requircments, we obhviously looked to Jordan Creek. USDA’s Boif Canservation Service (now NRCS)
cante to Silver to assess the fee Pond impoundment concepl, Stream flow-speed seemed to be a detractant,
Haowever, if there is also a pond in Stiver that could serve in an initigl Gire atach, the ice pond water could
be there in time for & sustained sllach and for recharge needs,

A two-pond systent answers the coscern about geiting water from the jee pond to town, The ice pend will
hold ypward to 2 hall million galions. A pond in town could hald 36,000 gatlons or more. Neither pond
waould have to be maintained a1 tull capacity all year long. They only need o be filed shead of the lime
that natural stream-flow drops below necessary Jire suppression needs; that is, about the first of July. This
belng the case, the stream cordd Now aormally from November through June. The mighty spring rus-off
would flow through the pond arga jJust as it does today, thus minimizing over-flow (spiliway}
vonsiderations.

1 was & farmer i Canyon Counly {or twenly years. 1 observed simple impoundment structures wherein
hoards dropped ite coterete nodehes in o headwall served very well to dam up an eotire canal,. These
structures have boen in plee in Idaho for nearly s century. Properly designed, Siiver City could be well
seeved by this low-tech Impousdment system.

it would be reasonably easy 1o make an in-town impoundmend ul the main culvert grossing on lordan
Street. The Bl materind around the culvert is porous, so a clay layer an the up-stream base of the (18 would
likely be necessary, Fencing might tise e necessary 10 keep swimmer/waders oul. This pond could have
& pump stalion that would discharge directly into the town water system. Oy, the pump could be used to fil}
tenders or fire frucks, Obviously, if creek water were pamped into the owna’s water systemn, the pipes
woulid have 1o be sanitized before cutingry water could be delivered again. As Carl Liable said at fagt
night's meeling, “Afler the fire is suppressed, we would worry sbout re-cleaning the system.”

The issue of impounbing water does reach into down-siream user’s water rights issucs. | believe a
reasaned discussion with those users would resobve their concern. Sitver City would not actually conswme
any witer impounded, excepl in the event of a fire. Stream flows would remain the same, in all seasans,
except for the howrs it weuld take to Tl the pords initially each year. Having pends, in addition to the
pouls 1hal now come with the tow water scason, fish babitat might aciuaily he enhanged.



Adso, you might be well served 1o know that there were two ice ponds above Silver. The lower pond was

just # short distance above the present public camppround, There is stifl a remnant of (he concrete check in
the strewmbed. The dam material may all be gone now from this bower ice pond.

Please do not hesitate to contact me i | can be of Rurther service in this, or any other effort (o improve
Sitver City's five suppression and prevention efforts. Indifference and inaction exacerbate the theeat of fire
in Sitver. § am one, ready 1o contribute everything possible to assist Silver in s presarvation,

Thank you for congidering this coneept bor increasing water supply for fire fghting needs in andd near Sitver
City.



OWYHEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
COURTHOUSE - P.O. BOX 128

MURPHY, ID 83650-0128

TELEPHONE (208) 495-2421

DISTRICT #1 DISTRICT #2 DISTRICT #3
CHRIS SALOVE CHAIRMAN - HAROLD TOLMIE DHCK REYNOLDS
ROUTE | BOX 336 PO BOX 966 HC 85 BOX 1414
MARSING, IDAHO 83639 HOMEDALE, [DAHO 83628 BRUNEAU, IDAHO 83604
{208) 395-4843 {MI8) 337371 {208) 845-2033

February 19, 2002

Randy Eardley

Fire Mitigation and Edecation Specialist
Bureau of Land Management

3948 Development Avenue

Boise, 1D 83703

Re: BLM Letter of January 17 requesting Comment on Silver City Wildland Fire Mitigation Plan

Dear Mr. Eardley:

This Board asked that the Owyhes County Natural Resources Committee review the Fire Mitigation Plan and
recoramend appropriate comment. [n their review, the Committee found many elements of the plan to be
beneficial, constructive actions that will decrease the lkelihood of catastrophie fire damage tn or around the
Sttver City Historic District. Unfortunately, the Committee also found several issues that they recommended
this Board should bring to vour attention.

As you may know, Owyhee County is committed to the prowetion of private property rights and has a record
of strongly supporting the rights of our citizens with respect to their private property holdings. Several
glements of the proposed plan are potentially in conilict with our position on property rights. [t appears that
a sipnificant element of the proposed plan calls for creation of additional water storage capacity for the town
of Sitver City, with the accompanyving requirement to obtain additional water rights. In fact, page 16 of the
plan states, “Florida Mountain would be investigated for additional water sources o augment the Cily’s water
supply.” While that might seem like an acceptable way 1o moderate fire danger in Silver City, it raises the
contentious issue of conflicts between current water rights owners on Florida Mountain and the possibility of
contested rights, with the associated costs of such contests. A member of the Committec. employed by the
Delamar Mine, advised the Committee that his emplover has made an extensive search of Florida Mountain
for water and has determined that no significant sources of water are available, While the plan intends
consider the use of waters currently thought w be avatlable fom flooded mines in the arca. comments mxde
during the Commitiee Meeting are cause for concern and possible conilict among the varied interests within
the County. During the discussion it becume apparent thut the Silver City residents would pretfer that the



zearch be conducted for potable water which they could use for daily domestic use in addition to occasional
firefighting. That apparent preference has the potential to pit one element of the county populstion against
another in contests over water rights and is nol something this Board will endorse,

In addition to the specific issue of private property water rights, other questions concerning property rights
were raised by the Committee members. Several members present during the discussion owned, or
represented the owners of, private property located in the study ares, but outside the limits of Silver City.
These owners indicate that they have not contacted by BLM or Dynamac regarding this proposal. We
believe that this is a significant issue that must be corrected before this report can be considered final. Mr.
Ernie Bahem, Owyhee County Assessor, 4932817 can provide you with a list of private property vwners
within the study area.

In addition to the comments already made regarding the proposed water storage project, this Board questions
the priority established within the project list. The Committee felt, in particular, that placing the last priority
{see page 13} on stationing a fire truck in the twwn dunng the fire season was incorrect,  The members
recommmended, and we concur, that positioning a means of mobile firefighting in the town during the fire
season should be a high priority project. We agree with the Committee in their befief that the equipment
should not be a high-tech. state of the art item of equipment. We concur with the Commitiee’s belief that
BLM and the Contractor may have placed this item last in priority due 10 the expense and man-hour cost that
would be required to place a high~tech fire truck in the town. We recognize that such a piece of equipment
would require the continuous presence of BLM firefighting personnel and would be very difficult for the
BLM to support. We concur with the Commuitee recommendation that a very low-lech item be obtaned and
positioned that could be operated by the residents as the first line of defense against any fire originating
within the town. We agree with the Committee that a project item of this type should be at, or very near, the
top of the priority list for this plan,

We appreciate the effort and expense that have gone into the ereation of this plan and believe that the
amendments suggested will make the plan more effective and beneficial to all concerned.

Sincerely,

g -

.'rl,, 0 " . L
A el Py
Hal Tolmie, Chairman

-

ce: Ernie Bahem, Owyhee County Assessor
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