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Lower Snake River District
3948 Development Avenue
Boise, Idaho  83705
http://www.id.blm.gov/offices/lsrd
December 10, 2003
Dear Fire Chief,
This letter and the attachments will outline the Fiscal Year 2004 Rural Fire Assistance (RFA) process, including deadlines and changes.  The process is similar to previous years; however, there have been some changes so review this letter and all attachments carefully.

Every fire department applying for a FY 2004 Rural Fire Assistance grant is required to have a current mutual aid agreement with the BLM, BIA, USFWS, NPS, or the Idaho Department of Lands.  As of 10/1/03 registration of your Department with the Central Contractor Registration System is required.  Federal assistance will be delayed and RFA funding cannot be processed until CCR registration is completed.  (There is an attachment explaining the process.)  We would also like to remind departments of the requirement to report all fires on federal or state land to the Boise Interagency Logistics Center at (208) 384-3400.  It is important to our program because our budget is influenced by the number and size of fires on our land.  

FY 2004 allocation for the Lower Snake River District: $160,920

Maximum allocation for a department: $20,000

The coordinators for the Lower Snake River District’s (LSRD) RFA Program for FY 2004 are Todd Floyd and Bob Narus.  The contact information for Todd and Bob can be found at the end of this letter.
Your priorities need to reflect your department’s needs.  This is recognized in your answers to the RFA Pre-Application.  Improvements must be shown from year to year.  Answering yes to a question does not mean that you will not receive funds for that area, or that improvements cannot be made.  
The process for FY 2004 includes some deadlines.  Adhering to these deadlines will ensure the process functions in a timely and smooth manner.  The first deadline is vitally important as the information from the Pre-Application will be used at an interagency RFA funding meeting.

Pre-Application completed and returned to LSRD’s RFA                   

Coordinators (Todd or Bob)




         01/12/2004


Project Plans Completed





         02/17/2004


Agreement Packet Completed (This will include a meeting                                                                                                                               

with Todd and/or Bob to get signatures and complete the Idaho


RFD Assessment and DOI Program Target Allocation Plan
         04/09/2004


Completion of Process Documentation



         06/04/2004

There will be an RFA link on the Boise Dispatch Home Page, http://www.id.blm.gov/boisedispatch through which you will be able to access RFA forms and information.  You can also access SWIFT training information from this site.
End of Process Documentation

Your files should include receipt and cost share documentation, copies of SF 270 Request for Advance or Reimbursement, SF 272 Federal Cash Transaction Report, Agreement and Amendment of Request for Application, and Project Plan.

Copies of receipts, cost share (in-kind services) documentation, and the original SF 272 Federal Cash Transaction Report need to be sent to LSRD RFA Coordinators (Todd or Bob).

This is a federal program which could be audited at any time; therefore, accurate records must be maintained.  Your timely cooperation with the preceding requests is greatly appreciated.  

Ordering procedures are as follows:

For purchasing publications like training supplies, each department can order directly to the Great Basin Cache with a Credit Card.  If the department does NOT have a credit card, we can arrange payment through us.  

Great Basin information:

Phone#208-387-5104    

Fax#208-387-5573

www.fire.blm.gov/gbk/index.htm
The web site contains Great Basin Cache ordering information.  Online ordering is coming soon.  This information is also found in the NWCG National Fire Equipment System Catalog which is updated every year in April.

Other purchases like fire equipment and supplies need to be made by the department through commercial vendors.

For those departments interested in SWIFT courses refer to the training letter we provided.  Questions can be addressed to our training department:


Josh Renz


(208)384-3481


Josh_Renz@blm.gov

Training Website:
www.id.blm.gov/swift
Finally, it is important for fire departments to be aware that in the future the BLM may not be the source of RFA Grants to all departments.  Instead, the Idaho National Fire Plan Interagency Coordination Group will designate agencies that departments and communities will use to receive funding assistance.  Those communities that are predominantly impacted by Idaho Department of Lands or U.S. Forest Service land may need to pursue assistance with them rather than the BLM.  We will keep you informed as this determination occurs.
We would like to restate that it is critical to meet timelines to ensure the smooth functioning of this program.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call Todd or Bob.
Todd Floyd





Bob Narus

Rural Fire Assistance Coordinator


Rural Fire Assistance Coordinator

3948 Development Avenue



3948 Development Avenue

Boise, Idaho  83705




Boise, Idaho  83705

208-384-3286





208-384-3281

208-761-3554 cell




208-871-1832 cell

208-384-3213 fax




208-384-3213 fax

Todd_Floyd@blm.gov



Bob_Narus@blm.gov   
Rosemary Thomas

Fire Management Officer

BLM-Lower Snake River District

(208)384-3410

Rosemary_Thomas@blm.gov
Attachments

2004 Idaho Rural Fire Assistance Pre-Application (1 page)
Southwest Idaho Fire Training Memo (2 pages)

Business Opportunities with the BLM (Dun and Bradstreet and CCR Information) (1 page)

FY 2004 Request (1 page)

Wildland Fire Training Roster (1 page)

P25 Radio Information (1 page)

Contact Information (1 page)
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