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RIPARIAN
FUNCTIONS,
VALUES AND
ISSUES

RIPARIAN areas are lands
adjacent to creeks, streams
and rivers where vegeta-
tion is strongly influenced
by the presence of water.
Riparian areas may com-
prise less than 1% of the
area in the western United
States, but they are among
the most productive and
valuable of all lands.

The presence of water and
green vegetation makes
riparian areas attractive
and important to domestic
livestock grazing adjacent,
drier uplands. Fish, of
course, are totally depen-
dent upon the surface
waters within riparian
areas. These areas are the
most important habitat for
the majority of western
wildlife species, and are
essential to many*

Many other values of
riparian areas are not well
known, and commonly are
misunderstood. While
occupying relatively small
areas of land, riparian
areas can strongly influ-
ence how watersheds
function. By influencing
the timing and quality of

*For example, in the Great
Basin of southeastern Oregon,
more than 75% of terrestrial
wildlife species are dependent
upon or use riparian habitats.
In southeastern Wyoming more
than 75% of all wildlife species
depend on riparian habitats,

In Arizona and New Mexico,
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